
COSTA MESA - Steven Allen '
Abrams cruised by the day-care
center in his big Cadillac, piilled a
U-turn, gunned the accelerator
and drove strai^t into a play
ground of toddlers, police said,

"I was going to execute these ,i
children because they were inno-
cent," Abrams told police, accord
ing to Lt. Ron Smith. •

And so 4-year-old .Sierra Soto ;
and 3-year-old Brandon Wiener •
died Monday. NicholasMcHardy,AssociaiedPress phoic
2, and Victoria Sherinafi^"5;"re^"^^e^'r-olri Tommy Bubonic ponders a shrine • day at a Costa Mesa day-care center wher:
raained in critical condition/^es- ^pfflower^ and balloons thatgrewsteadily Tues- youngsters were killed under a car's wheek
day. Teacher's aide _DanieIle/ v^' ' . , '• . . • '
Knecht was Iwspitalized^wth^a^
broTceh^^I
dlers'w«e:treafe3j^drrfeas^;

"Why he pickM yesidr'day, why
he picked, this .'schodl^vwhy he 1
picked th^eMdk,vre;_don[t I
Smith said. Nor id^yone else at
Southcdast Early ^Childhood
Learning Centerj" where' mothers
sobbed Tuesday and neighbors
knelt in prayer in an upper-mid-
dle-class neighborhood that prides •
itselfon community..,;, v." i' ! I ••• *

Forty-five minutes "before the",
killings, Abrams ^gry at a
motorist on the nearby Costa Me- ;
sa FVeeway, Smith said. In.a fit of ;
road rage, Abrams rammed a c^'
that cut him offl the lieutenant
safd. .. . - '•
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his storelrorit window heralding owner, is ^chedi^tot tonight ,
' tickets to a Dave Matthews Band achurch across the street.^ j • •'C6nce?t OvXnd said Ahrams ",Meanwhie, ashrine formed at.

' "rcouldn't helieve it." Overiand »t"""''"''̂ '"T'dT„''ih!.''nlev.
Mto an atgS-, grounTfear^ear.God,.please

• ^ minufes later he'd be , workers,
• ^Ove"aid he knew nothing... neighbors and

ofAhrains'stalking arrest. • ' do as they frantically struggled to

'After dropping his lO-year-old
daughter at the home they shared
in Santa Ana, Abrams'returned to
the neighborhood.--When •his
brown Gadilloc-finally stopped,
several children->vere pinned um;
derneath. . ••• i,";'-

.'lYesterday I just keptsaying,'It
wfls an accident, it wds an.acci
dent.' But" it wasn't, and that
makes it even worse,'v said resi
dent Karen McFariand. "This is a
neighborhood of families. Those
kidswere always ouUide playing."

Abrams, 39, faces'IW9 counts of
murder and five counts of assault
with a deadly weapon at an ar
raignment scheduled for today,

lift the car. After Abrams', car
Came to a stop, he never made a
move, said police who arrested
him: .He just sat behind the wheel.
Waiting. ' ,
• "A man who would do some
thing like this doesn't'deserve to
live," said Ann Pecora, fighting
back tears as gripped the hand of
her 4-year-old daughter, Gina,
who was one of the lucky toddlers
Monday. '

"An eye for an eye,' said her
husband. Unlike his wife, TomPe
cora was hot sad. He was furious.
^"I'd like to see him dead," Peco

ra said.


